I wrote this poem for my friend, a poet and amateur clarinetist from Ukraine, who was going to
return a book to the library when he was approached by recruiters and drafted. He’s now
serving in a drone unit of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. He told me that he’s too busy to write

poetry, so I wrote him a poem instead:

A Book in War
For M.B.
By Lydia Tang

Ukrainian translation by Mykola Baidiuk (Muxona batiowok)

The librarian's credo begins:
"A book for every reader

A reader for every book"!

Standing tidily in rows

Ideas pressed in paper

waiting to be chosen.

The cover is creased.

So many hands have caressed these pages

Eyes dancing over each letter.

Like waves of the ocean,

'S, R. Ranganathan, Five Laws of Library Science (1931)



the book leaves its shore.
Fresh air

Cobblestones

A bus, tram, and home.
Fresh bread

Gentle voices

a wistful clarinet

plants blossom in the sun

despite distant rumble.

It is time

It is a duty

To return

Back in the bag
Crisp air

Tram.

Bus.
Cobblestone.
Steps halted
Papers drawn

Turning around - away.

To ice,



mud,

buzzing flight.

There is discipline in destruction.
There is resolution in uncertainty.
Under armor,

close to the heart

paper shields against bruises

and at night the text dances by trench candlelight.

Here, books are in a new formation:

Empty shelves -

Books now stacked high against the windows.
They hug the quaking glass

and dull the sound of explosions.

At home,
an empty chair,

a silent clarinet.

At the library,
The books lean against each other

to support the empty space.



Somewhere far away

is a book with a promise
with a man with a promise
that both will

eventually

return.

S Hanucana uei BipuI Uit MOTO JIpyra — MoeTa il KilapHeTHcTa-amaTopa 3 YKpaiHu, KU 11108
y 6161110TeKy MOBEPHYTH KHUKKY, 1 HOro MoOi113yBaiy. 3apa3 BiH CIyXKHUTb y 3aroHi
0e3MIOTHUX CUCTEM clieliaabHoro npu3Hadenns Harionansnoi ['Bapaii Ykpainu.Bin ckazas

MEHi, 1110 He Ma€ Yacy MHUcaTy BipIlli, TOXK S HamKcasia Bipil A HbOTO.

Kunxka Ha Biiini

Lna M.b.

Kpeno 616mioTexaps

IIOYMHAETHCA TaAK:

«KO0oXHIA KHMKII — CBIH UHMTay,

KOXXHOMY YUTAa4y — CBOS KHUKKa»



PiBHuMu psigamu cTosth [nei

HaJpyKOBaHi Ha mamnepi,

YeKaloTh,

MTOKH iX BUOEPYTh.

OOKJagHeKa 31M'sTa.

CKIIbKY pyK IECTHIIH I1i CTOPIHKH,

04l TaHIFOBAJIU HaJl KOJKHOIO JIITEPOIO.

MoB xBuUNs OKCaHy,

KHIDKKA MTOKUJa€e CBiif Oeper.

CBixe MoBITpH,

OpyKiBKa,

aBTOOYC, TpaMBai, JiM.

CBixkuit X110,

THX1 TOJIOCH,

OMPIsIHUH KJIapHET.



LIBiTYTh Ha OCOHHI KBITH

MOTPHU AaNIEKUN TYPKIT.

Ane e 4gac,

ajie € 000B'A30K

IOBEPTATHUCA 3HOBY

B CYMKY.

3uMHE TOBITPA,

TpaMBaw,

aBTOOYC,

OpyKiBKa.

Kpoxu cranu.

JIOKyMEHTHU TIepeBipEHO.

IToBepHyTHCS Ha3aq — rofi.

Jo kpurwu, 6omora,

710 TYPKOTY 3 HeOa.



€ nucnuIuiina B pyHHYBaHHI.

€ pinryyicTh y HEBU3HAYCHOCTI.

[Tomix 6poHetro, 6:1M3BKO 70 cepIis,

Tarip 3aXyIIae BiJ CUHIIIB,

1 TEKCT YHOYI TAHIIFOE

y CBITJII OKOTIHOI CBIYKH.

Kumxku po3milieHi TyT

IHAKIIIE.

[Tonuui moposxHi,

KHHKKHU CKJ'IaI[eHi

YIPUTYII JI0 BIKOH.

Bonu 06iiiMatoTh TpeMTsde CKII0

1 IPUTIYMJITIOIOTh 3BYKH BUOYXIB.

Ynoma —

MOPOKHIH CTIiIeIb,

MOBYa3HUM KJIApHCT.



V 6i6mioreni

KHVDKKM CXUJIUJINACS OJHA IO OJHOI,

H_[O6 3aIlIOBHUTH ITOPOKHETY.

Hechb nyxe ganeko

y KHI)KKH € 00ILISHKa,

y MYKUHHU € OOIISHKA,

110 000€ BOHU

3pCIITOrO

MTOBEPHYTHCS.

I'C. P. Paneanaman, «I1'smw 3axonie 6ioniomeunoi naykuy (1931)



